
 

 
 
 
Lara Gilks 

 

 
Artist Statement:  

This is a series that seeks to challenge our reality through the use 
of incongruous elements in an image. This creates a disquiet in the 
image and may be unexpected, evocative, haunting, beautiful. 
 
 
Through this series I explore the boundary of the real and the 
surreal. These are core themes in my work - tension, disquiet and 
challenge. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Bio:  
 

 
Lara is an art photographer based in Wellington. Through her 
work she seeks to create tension and an opportunity for the viewer 
to reconcile elements that don't naturally fit together. Her pictures 
provide much space for imagination and interpretation. She wants 
to engage the viewer and create images that ask questions. 

 
 

Awards 
 
* Australia/New Zealand Capture Magazine Top Emerging Photographer 2017, Top 10 portfolio in 
portraiture  
* Australia/New Zealand Capture Magazine Top Emerging Photographer 2017, Highly Commended 
portfolio in portraiture 
* Fine Art Photo Awards Awards 2017 - Nominee in Fine Art Amateur 
* Fine Art Photo Awards Awards 2017 - Nominee in Fine Art Amateur 
* International Photography Awards Family of Man 2016 - Honourable Mention Childhood 
* International Photography Awards (IPA)2016 - Honourable Mention - Fine Art Abstract  
* International Photography Awards (IPA)2016 - Honourable Mention - People Children 
* International Photography Awards (IPA)2016 - Honourable Mention - Fine Art Abstract 
* Monochrome Awards 2016 - Honourable Mention in Fine Art Amateur 
* Monochrome Awards 2016 - Honourable Mention in Fine Art Amateur 
* Monochrome Awards 2016 - Honourable Mention in Fine Art Amateur 
* Signature Award Finalist NZ Art Show 2016 
* Signature Award Finalist NZ Art Show 2015 

 
 

            Publications 
 

* 2016 Creative Quarterly New York Issue 46 Journal of Art and Design 
 
Exhibitions 
 
* 2017 Auckland Festival of Photography, Studio541 exhibition 
* 2017 Photival - Wellington Photo Festival, Thistle Hall works displayed digitally 
* 2016 Don’t Take Pictures online Masks exhibition 
* 2016 NZ Art Show Launch Party, Prefab Hall, Wellington, group show 
* 2016 NZ Art Show Solo Artist, Wellington, New Zealand 
* 2016 The Artists Fine Artroom,  Dunedin, group show 
* 2015 Matchbox Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand,  solo show, Taut 
* 2015 NZ Art Show 2015, Wellington, New Zealand 
• 2015 Matchbox Gallery. Wellington, New Zealand, group show, Hinterland 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Bruce Hanley 

 

 
Artist Statement:  

A Journey of Light through the Heart 
I was once asked what my favourite colour was, Black I answered, 
because all other colours emerge from it and retreat back into it. It 
is the sum of all other colours. It provides a solidity to white, 
while allowing it freedom to move, to rest and to hang.  
These images represent the journey of light that passes through 
the lens, the eye, travelling through the heart and is only then 
accepted by the release of the shutter  
‘An Illuminated Compassion’ is an attempt to draw out the 
compassion in you, the viewer to the subjects presented here. An 
innocence present in yourself that you recognise within these 
chosen works.  
 
 
For Dennis: My Illuminary 
Illuminary: A 'guru', or an extraordinary teacher who illuminates 
wisdom at an advanced, yet relatable level which inspires others to 
discover and illuminate their own individual expertise. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Bio:  
 
Bruce has had the passion for photography for more than 40 
years, his fascination began with old family portraits where he 
wondered about the stories they told… real and imagined. His 
philosophy is not so much about “capturing the moment”… 
rather a release of a moment for others to view. Bruce’s influences 
over the years have been Henri Cartier-Bresson, Harry Callahan, 
Robert Mapplethorpe and the iconic Brian Brake and Marti 
Friedlander. 
Some would say Bruce is a self-taught artist but he considers his 
family, friends and fellow artists his tutors, with their 
encouragement and motivating conversations.  
Inspirationally and artistically the West Auckland artist Dennis 
Housby has over many decades provided a mentorship in the arts 
and motivationally provided an incubator for thought and 
expression in Bruce’s own words “second to none” 
Bruce feels as an artist and photographer it is not his job to always 
provide true and correct images of an object or landscape…or 
necessarily to ‘document’ a subject… rather he considers his 
position is to provide an opportunity for thought and interaction 
with the viewer …a conversation of ideas presented in a 
photographic media. 
Currently studying a Diploma in Digital Photography at the 
Southern Institute of Technology Bruce is enjoying the 
opportunity to present his ideas to the viewer through thought 
provoking and inspiring images.  
We don’t see things as they are… we see them as we are       Anais 
Nin 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
Dan Kerins 

 

 
Artist Statement:  

During Kaikoura’s recent 7.8 earthquake Dan found himself 
running barefoot into the thundering darkness in his boxer shorts. 
As the eerie dawn broke he crept back into his ransacked home 
grabbed his battered camera and two prime lens, started shooting 
and didn’t stop for seven days. Aftermath is an attempt to 
document the surreal and dramatic events that befell this once 
sleepy costal town and it community.  
 

“For all our confused feelings towards nature, for all our cave 
painting and Instagram feeds, our pollution and desecration, our 
classifications and observations, our gushing admiration and 
relentless exploitation it matters little. Our sentiments are not 
reciprocated; nature is without sentiment. It is older and bigger 
than us and it moves in ways we shall never fathom, on this 
pulsating rock, alone, out here in space.” 

 



In this exhibition there are three components a digital display, a 
photography book that includes an essay and a collection of six 
digital prints, in frames that only just survived the earthquake.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Bio:  
 
Self-taught on an array of dog-eared film and later digital cameras, 
Dan’s unashamedly unglamorous and offbeat style combines in a 
broad and eclectic body of work, that has featured in exhibitions 
in the UK, New Zealand, and New York. He is regularly 
published online and in hard print, commissioned by commercial 
entities and private clients.  
 
Now living in New Zealand, an insatiable curiosity got the better 
of him long ago, at 17 he visited Mexico City, an experience that 
set him on course to ‘specialize in ill-planned and underfunded 
excursions into the lesser known’ for the best part of two decades, 
Myanmar, Taiwan, Honduras, and Vanuatu to mention but a few 
always with camera in hand. To this day travel remains a deep 
passion and photography a complimentary obsession.  
 
‘If there is such a thing as the perfect shot, it dwells in the 
mundane tedium of daily life, in the towns that we pass through 
getting to our destination, in the gaps between other things, or the 
edges where worlds collide, that is where I like to photograph, that 
is where I’m at my very best”  
	

 


